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MUSIC IN BRISBANE 
[By DR. R. DALLEY-SCARLETT, Mus.Doc., 
F.T.C.L., L.R.S.M., L. Aust. Mus. Exam. Board.] 
(Precis of a lecture delivered at a meeting of the 
Society on July 28, 1955.) 
Much official encouragement has been given to 
music in Queensland. About 1945, the Queensland 
Government founded a string quartet, composed of the 
best players to be found in the Commonwealth, Messrs. 
E. Llewellyn, H. Taberner, D. Powell, and D. Howley, 
to stimulate the love of good music in the State 
Schools. For some years this quartet gave lecture re-
citals in the various schools of the metropolis every 
day, and also periodic free public concerts for adults. 
It also undertook tours to the rural districts. 
The Brisbane City Council promotes free concerts 
in six different categories—Ballad concerts, solo re-
citals, chamber music, organ recitals, "opportunity" 
concerts for young student performers, and, from the 
beginning of 1947, free orchestral concerts on Sunday 
afternoons. Each of the various types of concert oc-
curs on a fixed date each month and represents an im-
portant aspect of civic cultural enterprise. These 
concerts are directed by the Council's Music Advisory 
Committee, comprising aldermen of the Council and 
the principal musicians of Brisbane. 
The Music Department of the University consists 
of a Lecturer in Music (Mr. Hugh Brandon) with some 
assistants, and also undertakes the organizing of the 
Queensland section of the Australian Music Examina-
tion Board. This is an examination system for the 
whole of Australia in which all the Universities are 
joint partners. At one time the University promoted 
(in January of each year) a Summer School of Music 
attended by students from all over the State, with the 
best available lecturers in Australia. 
Before the 1939 war, the University Musical So-
ciety was an important factor in public musical life. 
Conducted by Dr. R. Dalley-Scarlett it performed pro-
grammes from the Elizabethan madrigalists, the 
larger works of Purcell, and in 1930 gave the first Bach 
1088 
Festival in Australia, an eight-day function which 
opened with the "Christmas Oratorio" and terminated 
with the B Minor Mass. 
The Queensland Symphony Orchestra is jointly 
subsidised by the Queensland Government, the Bris-
bane City Council, and the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. On a permanent basis of fifty-five players, 
it gives regular broadcasts every week, frequent 
concerts in the City Hall, and also tours country 
centres. The present conductor is Rudolf Pekarek, who 
succeeded John Farnsworth Hall, the first permanent 
conductor of the orchestra, and formerly acting-con-
ductor of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. 
The Queensland State and Municipal Choir (con-
ductor Mr. A. A. Grice) is subsidised by the State Gov-
ernment and the City Council. It was formed by an 
amalgamation of the Brisbane Musical Union and the 
Brisbane Austral Choir. The Brisbane Musical Union 
was Brisbane's oldest choir and under Mr. R. T. Jeff-
eries, and later Mr. George Sampson, performed all the 
standard major works in the choral repertoire. The 
Brisbane Austral Choir was originallj^ formed for com-
petition purposes and when conducted by Mr. E. R. B. 
Jordan, reached a very high standard of efficiency. 
With small parties from the choir, Mr. Jordan organ-
ised some hundreds of cheap Saturday night concerts 
at which it was his pride to introduce works, covering 
the last thousand years, which had not previously 
been performed in Brisbane. In this objective he was 
on occasion, personally assisted by the Australian 
composer Mr. Percy Grainger. When the Musical Un-
ion and the Austral Choir were amalgamated, Mr. 
Jordan was appointed conductor and, until his death in 
1941, regularly programmed lesser known works such 
as Schumann's "Paradise and the Peri", Hoist's "Hymn 
of Jesus", Parry's "Judith" and many others. When 
the "Hymn of Jesus" was performed, it appeared twice 
in the programme, at the beginning and at the end, a 
very welcome gesture, as the second hearing enabled 
the audience to appreciate details missed on the first 
occasion. The Q.S. & M. Choir is the "official" choir 
of the A.B.C. in Brisbane and appears at their choral 
concerts. 
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The Eisteddfod movement is very strong in 
Queensland, the most important of such functions be-
ing the Queensland Eisteddfod held at Easter of each 
year and in a different centre each time. First held 
in 1889 it continued without interruption, even during 
the war years, and attracts competitors, particularly 
choirs, from other States. The champion choir for 
long was the Blackstone-Ipswich Cambrian Society 
conducted by the late Mr. Leonard Francis, who 
achieved a high degree of excellence in their unaccom-
panied singing. Many other Eisteddfods are annually 
held throughout Queensland in smaller centres, and 
North Queensland has its own Eisteddfod Council 
which each Easter promotes a contest on a scale as 
large as that of the Queensland Eisteddfod. The 
Queensland Band Council also promotes a large band 
contest each Easter, which moves round the various 
towns in rotation. The study of Handel has been stim-
ulated by the Brisbane Handel Society (conductor, Dr. 
R. Dalley-Scarlett) who organized two Handel Festi-
vals, in 1933 and 1934; this Society has also broadcast 
through the Brisbane studios of the A.B.C, all the 
Handelian oratorios, which is claimed as a record for 
any one choir and any one broadcasting authority. The 
A.B.C. also broadcast compressed versions of two 
Handehan operas, "Agrippina", and "Julius Caesar". 
At one time the Presbyterian Church of St. An-
drew was noted for its Bach performances, the "St. 
Matthew Passion" having been sung for many consecu-
tive years, while the motets and cantatas appeared in 
the service lists. In 1948, the choir of the Baptist 
Tabernacle (conductor, Mr. Will Stay) introduced the 
Bach "St. John Passion" which received several per-
formances. 
For some sixteen years, the A.B.C, maintained a 
professional wireless chorus, giving weekly broadcasts 
covering a wide range of music under the conductor-
ship of Dr. R. Dalley-Scarlett. This chorus has now 
been disbanded. 
At present, Brisbane has no conservatorium, but 
the State Government has plans in hand to establish 
one at an early date. 
